Abstract: one of the measures of the Sectoral operational Programme Agriculture and rural Development is focused on the diversification of agricultural activities. The analysis of the measure showed the greatest interest in financial support among the subjects aimed at agritourism and rural tourism. The field of tourism dominates also among the number of the approved projects. The share of other diversification activities is very low. The analysis of other profitable activities in the 
one of the important pillars in the EU structural policy is the support to rural development with focus on the improvement of life quality and the preservation of sustainable development in rural areas through diversification of rural economy. According to Buchta, rentková (2007) , the economic transformation so far has had a varied impact in regions. Dynamic development poles emerged and regional disparities tended to increase.
The common Agricultural Policy has played an important role in addressing the economic, social and environmental issues in rural areas of the EU.
The decline in employment mostly affected rural areas. Quality of life may be improved and new job opportunities may be created through diversification in economic activities of agricultural and non-agricultural nature, such as the development of agritourism and rural tourism, craft industry, production of non-food products, retail sector, generation of energy from renewable resources, expansion of nonagricultural production, etc. The development of tertiary sector may help to increase competitiveness, as well as the attractiveness and number of visitors to rural areas. This article investigates the possibilities for diversification of business in rural areas. The research into diversification was split into two parts; hence the article is also divided in two parts. Part one describes the analysis of projects under the Sectoral operational Programme, Agriculture and rural Development (SoP AarD) targeting diversification in the regional breakdown on the nUTS iii level. Part two of the article describes the analysis of development in other types of profitable operations for businesses in the Slovak republic, based on the Farm Structure census and the Farm Structure Survey (Statistical office of the Sr).
MethoDs
The data processed in the first part of this article mostly came from the information monitoring the system and internal statistics of the Agricultural Payment Agency. An analysis of the situation was made for the purposes of the qualitative and quantitative evaluation of projects under the Agriculture and rural Development measure in the Sectoral operational Programme with focus on diversification of agricultural activities in rural areas.
Second part has identified the data with focus on the diversification of economic activities based on the data in the The solution relied on research methods of compilation, selection, synthesis and analysis. research methods consisted of the mathematical and statistical analysis of data and the comparisons on the nUTS iii level. The available software products were used to process the information. The outputs were presented in the graphical form.
ResULts

Diversification of agricultural activities under the soP AaRD measures
The development of agritourism and the diversification of economic activities are encouraged by the Sectoral operational Programme Agriculture and rural Development 2004 Development -2006 , in the Sub-measure no 2.3.2., titled Diversification of Agricultural Activities. The following activities are supported within this measure: construction, reconstruction and refurbishment of recreation and accommodation facilities; reconstruction of the existing agricultural and forestry facilities into agritourism facilities, construction, reconstruction, refurbishment of production and sales facilities, production and processing of traditional materials and products, etc.
Approved projects in 2005
As a part of the Measure 2.3.2. -68 projects were approved in 2005, in the amount of SKK 567.8 million from public sources. of those, 10 projects (6.8%) were completed by the end of 2005.
The highest number of projects applying for contributions for the diversification of agricultural activities was presented by farming companies (27 projects, 40%) and by private farmers (23 projects, 34 %). in average, 1.3 applications fell on one beneficiary. Most projects were submitted by subjects in the Žilina 19%) . in breakdown by districts, most projects were submitted by subjects in the Martin and Dunajská Streda districts (7 projects each) (Table 1) . Also, the regions of Trnava and Žilina received the highest subsidies in the Slovak republic. Almost one fourth (SKK 133.6 million) of the approved public finances was paid out to the Trnava region for diversification purposes and SKK 122.5 million (21.6% of public resources) were paid to the Žilina region ( Figure 1 ). The main bulk of resources was paid to the Dunajská Streda (SKK 70.6 million) and nové Mesto nad Váhom districts (SKK 65.5 million). Almost half of the funding was paid to the farming companies (SKK 262 million) and one third went to private farmers (SKK 183.7 million). one project received in average of SKK 8.35 million.
in order to compare the data with the Farm Structure census (Survey), similar categories were created for the diversification activities. These have shown that up to 94% (or 64 of all projects) focused on the sector of agritourism and rural tourism. Agritourism and rural tourism includes construction and conversion of facilities into weekend houses, boarding houses, agritourism, horse-riding, hunting areas, and agritourism services associated with winter sports. other categories only included 4 projects. The projects in the nitra region focused on crafts and generation of energy from renewable resources. Support was paid out to the projects dealing with processing of wood and agricultural products.
Approved and implemented projects in 2006
As a part of the measure focused on diversification of agricultural activities, only 17 projects were approved in 2006, in the total amount of SKK 145.6 million from public sources. 2 projects were completed by December 31, 2006.
Most of the projects (7 projects or 41%) were prepared by private farmers. in breakdown by regions, one fourth of projects came from the Banská Bystrica and one fourth from the Trenčín region. The highest number of projects (3) was prepared in the district of nové Mesto nad Váhom (Table 2) .
The largest public funding contribution was paid out to the regions with the highest number of projects. SKK 44.6 million (30.6% of the total volume of public funding) was approved for the Trenčín region, SKK 26.6 million (18.3%) for the Žilina region, and SKK 25.6 million (17.6%) for the Trnava region (Figure 2) . in breakdown by districts, the main bulk of financing was approved for the districts nové Mesto nad Váhom (SKK 27.4 million) and Martin (SKK 25.6 million). As regards the legal forms of business, almost half of the financing was earmarked for private farmers (SKK 70.6 million).
Most numerous in 2006 were the projects in the category of agritourism and rural tourism. This category included 80 projects, i.e. 94% of all projects. only 5 projects in Western Slovakia fell into other categories. Similar to the previous year, the remaining projects focused on craft activities, generation of energy from renewable resources, processing of wood and agricultural products.
Implemented projects in 2005-2007, in total
As part of the Measure 2.3.2. -76 projects were implemented by December 31, 2007, with SKK 374 million paid out from public sources.
on the regional level, most projects came from the Žilina (21%), Trnava (18%) and Banská Bystrica regions (18%). Due to the small number of projects, the Prešov region recorded the highest draw-down per one project. in breakdown by regions, the largest contribution in absolute terms from public sources was paid to the Trnava (23%) and Trenčín (13.8%) regions. in total, most projects were focused on agritourism and rural tourism (94%). Agritourism and rural tourism thus have the dominant position among the diversification activities in rural areas. only 5 projects in Western Slovakia fell into other categories (Table 3) .
other profit activities of agricultural subjects
The analysis of other profit activities by agricultural subjects was used to evaluate and to compare other legal forms of business were represented by 1-9 subjects in 2005 (Table 4) ism -and thus failed to support a wider economic potential of rural areas. Babinský (2000) states that rural tourism and agritourism is one of the measures that may help to diversify economic activities in rural areas and to create job opportunities and additional income. This sector also creates many new job opportunities and thus contributes to the growth in employment on the local level.
The The breakdown of businesses with other profit activities in 2001 was as follows: other activities 76%, processing of agricultural products 14.1%, contracted works 6%, agritourism and rural tourism 1.9%, wood processing 1.2%, craft activities 0.4% and fish keeping 0.3%. none of the businesses was active in the generation of energy from renewable sources.
The breakdown of businesses with other profit activities in 2003 was the following: other activities 66%, processing of agricultural products 17.4%, agritourism and rural tourism 3.8 %, contracted works 2.2 %, wood processing 1.5%, craft activities 1.1%, fish keeping 0.2%, generation of energy from renewable sources 0.04%.
The breakdown of other activities in 2005 -42% of the total number of businesses with other profit activities, contracted work 26%, processing of agricultural products 14.2%, agritourism and rural tourism 7.3%, wood processing 4.5%, craft activities 4.3%, fish keeping 0.9%, generation of energy from renewable sources 0.6%.
The analysis of other profit activities gives an overview of the diversified economic activities by businesses, according to the data of the Statistical office of the Sr.
The results found in both parts may serve as a source of information on the diversification, allocation and development of business activities of agricultural subjects, and may be used to resolve other tasks regarding the diversification of business in rural areas.
